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‘Verbal autopsy is a structured 
interview with the caregivers or next 

of kin of the deceased that can be 
used to determine 

the most likely cause of death’

Image conceded with permission by Greg Kabadi

Definition

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT
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Purpose of the WHO verbal autopsy instrument

Complement Medical certification of cause 
of death at population level

Determining causes of death in settings 
without physician certification. 

Common base can be extended for 
research purposes

Cannot replace physician-certified 
cause of death.

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT
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Causes of death assignment Procedures

Computerised VA Algorithms (CCVA) Physician Panel (PCVA)

InterVA InsilicoVA(SmartVA)

WHO VA Questionnaire Causes of Death List

Open VA 
platform

2022 version
includes

COVID-19 
questions

All algorithms have issues therefore physician assessment remains the gold standard

Verbal Autopsy Tools and applications
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Personal information 

Information on the respondent 

Cause of death related indicators (questions)
•Medical history 
•General signs and symptoms
•Signs and symptoms associated with pregnancy 
•Neonatal and child history, signs and symptoms 
•History of injuries and accidents 
•Risk factors

Background and context 

Optional open narrative text field

Additional information from death certification and health record

Only in this section:

Changes to skip pattern and content 
influence outcomes and make use of 
the software algorithms impossible

Sections of the WHO Verbal Autopsy Instrument

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT
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2022 WHO VA instrument 

• Questions can be added but should not disrupt

the logical sequence

• Added questions should be appended at the

end of symptoms questions to not disrupt the

skip pattern

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT
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Features of the 2022 WHO VA Instrument
Simplified compared to older versions
• > 100 questions removed
• Approx. 18% reduction number of questions overall
• 10 new questions added
• Approx. 88% of questions improved

o Re-ordered sections
o Improved skip patterns
o Revised hints

COVID-19 target cause of death added 
Compatible with automated software for 
assigning cause of death and physician coding

Deployment 
versions

Paper (PDF) and Tablet (ODK)

Languages English 
Soon will be available 
‘Arabic, French, Spanish 
Portuguese and Kiswahili’

Instruments, software, training materials - Available 
for download from WHO VA standards page:
https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-
classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-
attributing-causes-of-death-tool

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT

https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
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Format of 2022 WHO VA Questionnaire

Table of indicators 
 Sections
 Unique Id of questions
 Definitions
 Categorization
 Skip patterns 

Ideal for training purposes and data managers
 Sections
 Unique id of questions
 Skip patterns

An Excel table presents all the questions with skip patterns and other instructions in a
format that facilitates implementation in software.

Printable forms available as PDF files – if necessary.

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT
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• This map displays the global utilization of the WHO 
Verbal Autopsy instrument.

• It showcases the geographical distribution of 
instrument usage and provides insights into regions 
and countries implementing verbal autopsies.

• Details include:
• Type of application 

- research, 
- surveys, 
- demographic surveillance 
- and CRVS systems. 

• Number of VAs
• Version of the VA instrument used

https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool

WHO Interactive map on the use of VA instrument

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT

https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
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WHO Verbal Autopsy 
Reference Group

VA tools Guidance Material 

VA tooling and implementation 

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT
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1. 2022 WHO VA Instrument (For training purposes) 

2. User Guide: Verbal Autopsy Standards the 2022 WHO Verbal Autopsy 
Instrument

3. Interviewer Manual : Verbal Autopsy Standards a Field Interviewer Manual

4. Training Resources Package for the 2022 WHO Verbal Autopsy Instrument 
that include PowerPoints, training curriculum, agenda, etc.

5. 2022 VA Instrument Paper Forms (exclusively for training purposes)

Other training materials related to previous versions of the WHO VA instrument 
are also available  on the WHO VA standards page

Verbal Autopsy Guidance Materials

More than 15 years of development.  

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT

By members of the VARG - WHO Verbal Autopsy Reference Group, part of WHO-FIC Network
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• VA costing and budgeting tool and guide

• VA sample size calculator and guide

• VA community of practice monthly meeting recordings

IT and data analysis

• ODK for VA: A quick guide v2 (ODK (Open Data Kit) is a widely used open-source
platform that allows data collection using mobile devices)

• Cause of death assignment by physicians from verbal autopsy data:
Manual for physician reviewers – includes diagnostic guidelines for
the WHO VA target list of causes of death (forthcoming)

Use of Verbal Autopsy Data

• Guidance on the Analysis of Verbal Autopsy (VA) and Medical 
Certificate of Cause of Death (MCCD) Data (forthcoming)

Verbal Autopsy Implementation Support

Process integration for 
verbal autopsy

VA costing tool

VA sampling tool

Integration with 
OpenVA

https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT

https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
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Access all information at 
https://www.who.int/standards/classification

s/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-
standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-

causes-of-death-tool

… or use the QR code ...or email us at verbalautopsy@who.int

WHO Verbal Autopsy

WHO HQ/DDI/DNA/CAT

https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/other-classifications/verbal-autopsy-standards-ascertaining-and-attributing-causes-of-death-tool
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