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Improving Cause of Death Reporting:
An online training course

WHO-AFRO & WHO-FIC Collaborating Centre in South Africa
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Improving Cause of Death Reporting: Online Training Course

• This course is a self-paced, online training course.

• Training for health professionals, coders and anyone who is involved in 
reporting and capturing cause of death information.

• A web-based platform that is available for free.



Module 1: Overview of Cause of Death

Cause of Death: An OverviewModule 1

The course consists of 3 Modules:



Module 2: Certification Guidelines

Unit 1: Overview of medical 
certification of cause of death

Unit 2: The International certificate 
of cause of death 

Unit 3A: Guidelines for certification 
of perinatal and maternal deaths 

Unit 3B: Guidelines for certification 
of deaths due to injuries/external 

causes

Unit 3C: Certification guidelines for 
other special situations 

Module 2



Module 3: ICD-11

Unit 1: Introduction to ICD-11

Unit 2: Overview of Mortality coding 
rules

Unit 3: Overview of Morbidity coding 
rules

Module 3
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Improving Cause of Death Reporting: Online Training Course

Each module begins with the learning outcomes for the session:
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Improving Cause of Death Reporting: Online Training Course

The participant can go through the lessons at their own pace and they can leave a 
“bookmark” when they take a break and resume at a later time, without going 
back to the beginning.
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Learning exercises

There are learning examples for each of the concepts introduced:
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Learning exercises 

These guide the participant through interactive practice exercises. 
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Learning exercises

Here is another example:
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The ICD-11 module is an introductory course of the latest ICD update:

Module 3 : ICD-11
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Orientation to ICD-11 coding tool
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Orientation to ICD-11 coding tool
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Improving Cause of Death Reporting: Assessment

At the end of each unit, there are self-assessment questions, for the participant   
to test their knowledge.
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Improving Cause of Death Reporting: Assessment

Upon completion of all the modules, 
there is a summative assessment.

When the participant passes this final assessment, 
they will be issued with a certificate of completion.
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Improving Cause of Death Reporting: Online Training Course

• Our Next Steps…..

• Finalising the platform with Centre for Community 
Technologies at Nelson Mandela University

• Beta-testing: A call for volunteers to test sections of the 
course.
Email: natasha.kallis@mrc.ac.za

mailto:natasha.kallis@mrc.ac.za
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Improving Cause of Death Reporting: Online Training Course

ANY QUESTIONS  ?

THANK YOU.
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